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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 7, 2010
FIRST FRIDAYS DOWNTOWN SOUTH BEND
MUSIC, POETRY, ARTISTS, RAFFLES & MORE! 

FRIDAY, APRIL 9
SOUTH BEND, IN – First Fridays Downtown South Bend celebrates another great night of unique entertainment and offerings on Friday, April 9.   Downtown South Bend businesses will feature a mix of musicians, a poetry marathon, gallery artist receptions featuring student artwork from around the area, dinner specials at downtown restaurants, raffles and free TRANSPO Trolley rides from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Buffalo Wild Wings will host the First Fridays Key Bank Concert featuring the music of Marty Miles.  A talented performer and consummate entertainer:  You won't be in Marty's audience for long before you're either singing along or engaged in banter or listening to a fascinating story - either spoken or in song. You’ll experience his fine vocals, smooth musicianship and a repertoire that ranges from quiet folk songs to raucous rock - including Marty's excellent original songs as well as acoustic covers of favorites by artists like Mellencamp, Springsteen, Dylan, The Beatles and The Fray. The concert performance is from 5:30 – 8:30 p.m. and it’s free!  
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Catch additional live music at Chicory Café, 105 E. Jefferson, corner of Jefferson and Michigan.  Emilee Allan opens her set at 5:30 and performs until 7:00 p.m.  Allan's powerful voice belies her tender age, luring the crowd into the music. Allan will sing both country covers and original country music.  Following Allan’s performance is the indie rock band The Rendition.  They’ll be taking the stage at 7:00 and will play until 8:30 p.m.  Innovative, imaginative and dynamic, are three words that best describe this group of musicians. 
Check out musician joHn Kennedy and crew as they play Irish tunes beginning at 5:30 p.m. at Fiddler’s Hearth, 127 N. Main St. Then at 9:00 p.m. the Notre Dame/Saint Mary’s Irish Dance Club, winners of the 2010 All-Ireland Competition in Killarney, Ireland will perform.  They will be joined by champion traditional Irish musicians; accordion player and 2009 Traditional Musician of the Year Charlie Harris, fiddler Eamonn McGivney, flute player Eamonn Cotter, flute and whistle player Brid O’Donoghue and others. There is no cover charge, but a minimum food & beverage purchase of $15 per person will be enforced for table seating.
First Fridays are the perfect time to gallery hop:   Visit the Colfax Campus Gallery, located in the Colfax Cultural Center at 914 Lincoln Way West, for their presentation of the 21st Annual Intermediate School Exhibition.  The show is a collection of student art from South Bend Community School Corporation’s 10 intermediate schools. This exciting and colorful exhibition will remain on display until April 9. 
Across the street from the Colfax Cultural Center is New Galleries at 805 and 807 Lincoln Way West which features two very different exhibit spaces.  In Gallery 807 the "FRESH: undergraduate art exhibit & Sale" featuring paintings, photography, and fine art prints by undergraduate students of Indiana University at South Bend will take place from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m.  Also on display are works by New Galleries’ sixteen gallery artists located in the adjoining 805 Gallery. Admission is free.
Artpost, located at 216 W. Madison near the Civic Theatre, is hosting Artpost Gallery’s Poetry Marathon 

– a tribute to National Poetry Month in April. A diverse and dynamic lineup of poets from the Michiana area will be reading for 15 minute slots, for 24 hours, from 5:00 pm Friday until 5:00 pm Saturday, April 10th.  Catering will be provided by Fiddler’s Hearth, and includes breakfast from 8:00 – 10:00 a.m.
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Saturday. This event is open to the public with a $5 suggested donation at the door. For more information visit:  www.artpostblog.com/happenings.  Artpost will also have two exhibits on display: “David Ebbinghouse, Small Sculptures”, and “Javaughn Renee, War Chest: Tools of War and Peace.”

Join the Galleries and shops in the East Bank Village for a night of unique gallery offerings and sales.   Circa Arts Gallery, 528 E. Colfax Ave., is hosting PICK A SAINT SERIES. There's a saint for almost everything.  Pick a subject and Circa Arts will find the corresponding saint.  They’ll also create a “saint in tile” just for you.  Next door neighbors, junk EVOLUTION & Carpenter Gothic will be raffling a "Green Kit" with proceeds going to a local green project.  It will consist of a natural laundry basket filled with natural cleaning supplies, cloth napkins, fabric gift bags etc.  Raffle tickets are $1 each and the drawing will take place on Earth Day (April 22).  

Stop by Spark Fine Stationery, 121 S. Michigan St., and make sure to put your name in for the raffle! This month, Spark's gift basket contains two tickets to Girls Night: The Musical at the Morris Performing Arts Center on April 16! Two doors down from Spark Fine Stationery is Dhanwantari Center for Yoga & Well-Being located at 117 S. Michigan St.  Dhanwantari encourages everyone to drop by for Candlelight Vinyasa from 7:00 – 8:15 p.m. Drop-in cost is just $15. Check out the First Fridays special: Purchase a 5 Class Pass for Only $45, regularly priced at $65.

Great dinner specials are also available throughout downtown:  Historic Tippecanoe Place Restaurant, 620 W. Washington St., unveils their new menu as well as offering a 20% discount on all beer, wine and cocktails.  Live piano entertainment takes place from 5:30-8:30 p.m. along with complimentary "Horse Drawn Carriage Rides" by Dream Coach Carriages from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  The State Café & Catering Restaurant, 117 E. Wayne St., will be hosting their popular a pasta bar Friday evening for $6.29 per person. 
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For a complete listing of February 5 First Fridays’ participants, event times and locations visit www.DtsbFirstFridays.com or call Downtown South Bend, Inc. at 574.282.1110.  Please note the next First Fridays event will be Kids’ Night Out on May 7.  
First Fridays Downtown South Bend features over 35 participating businesses and takes place from 
5:00 to 9:00 p.m. on the first Friday of every month, with the exception of April.   Participating businesses remain open or host special events such as live music, sidewalk cafés, demonstrations, celebrations, receptions and special offerings.  Most events are free or at a reduced rate.  Future First Friday dates are;   May 7, June 4, July 2, August 6, September 3, October 1, November 5 and December 3, 2010.  Visit www.DtsbFirstFridays.com for a complete listing of participants, activities and events.

  #   #   #

PHOTO ENCLOSED

CAPTION:  Musician Marty Miles is April’s First Fridays Key Bank Concert performer.   Miles’ performance will take place from 5:30 – 8:30 p.m. at Buffalo Wild Wings in downtown South Bend.
CONTACT:

Michele Kastner, Events & Promotions Coordinator

Downtown South Bend, Inc.

217 S. Michigan Street

South Bend, IN  46601

P:  574.282.1110

F:  574.233.7382

E:  mkastner@downtownsouthbend.com
W:  DowntownSouthBend.com
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